A Holiday of Redemption - or a Holiday of Hope?
Chanuka - In 'light' of the prophecies of Chagai & Zecharya

[Source sheet for Tanach Study Center - www.tanach.org ]

I. The date of 24 Kislev in Sefer Chagai - 'breaking ground' on Second Temple
IT. The time period of 'Shivat Tzion' / 'Despair’ during time of Daryavesh
[Chagai, Zecharya, in light of Ezra chapters 1 thru 4]
ITI. Fulfillment of the prophecies of Zecharya by the Chashmonaim
IV. The 25th of Kislev, its importance according to Book of Maccabees I.
[Re-Dedication of the Mizbeyach - as reason for Chanuka]
V. Timeline of events, based on Megillat Taanit
VI. Mesechet Shabbat 21b - (& Maharsha)
[Miracle of "pach ha'shemen" - a reason (or 'sign') for Chanuka]
VII. A Holiday of Lights - Chanuka according to Josephus
VIII. Chanuka, since the time of Adam ha'Rishon
[Mesechet Avoda Zara 8a - re: the winter solstice]
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