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Source sheet for shiur on:
Moshe Rabeinu's ‘Punishment’ at Mei Merival

A. The Crime Scene:
- what did Moshe (& Aharon) do wrong?
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B. The Punishment:
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C. In the aftermath of the test of the matot (Parshat Korach)
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Numbers Chapter 20
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1 And the children of Israel, even the whole
congregation, came into the wilderness of Zin in the
first month; and the people abode in Kadesh; and
Miriam died there, and was buried there.

2 And there was no water for the congregation; and
they assembled themselves together against Moses
and against Aaron.

3 And the people strove with Moses, and spoke,
saying: 'Would that we had perished when our
brethren perished before the LORD!

4 And why have ye brought the assembly of the
LORD into this wilderness, to die there, we and our
cattle?

5 And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of
Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil place? it is no
place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of
pomegranates; neither is there any water to drink.'

6 And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of
the assembly unto the door of the tent of meeting, and
fell upon their faces; and the glory of the LORD
appeared unto them.

Exodus Chapter 17
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1 And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed
from the wilderness of Sin, by their stages, according to the
commandment of the LORD, and encamped in Rephidim; and
there was no water for the people to drink.

2 Wherefore the people strove with Moses, and said: ‘Give us
water that we may drink." And Moses said unto them: "Why
strive ye with me? wherefore do ye try the LORD?'

3 And the people thirsted there for water; and the people
murmured against Moses, and said: 'Wherefore hast thou
brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our
cattle with thirst?'

4 And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying: '‘What shall | do
unto this people? they are almost ready to stone me.'

5 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Pass on before the people,
and take with thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith
thou smotest the river, take in thy hand, and go.

6 Behold, | will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb;
and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of
it, that the people may drink." And Moses did so in the sight of
the elders of Israel.

7 And the name of the place was called Massah, and Meribah,
because of the striving of the children of Israel, and because they
tried the LORD, saying: 'ls the LORD among us, or not?'



	 Numbers Chapter 20
	Exodus Chapter 17

