CHANUKA in Tanach
Questions for self study/by Menachem Leibtag/ www.tanach.org

PART ONE - CHAGAI & CHANUKA
1.  Find Sefer Chagai, and note the date mentioned in 2:10, 2:15, 2:18 and 2:20.  Based on these psukim, what important event took place on that date, and why would assume that both that date and event relate to Chanuka?

Note that the time period is during the reign of the Persian King Darius.  Did the events of 'Chanuka' take place before or after this point in time?

2. To appreciate the meaning of Sefer Chagai, and this date, you will need to read read its two chapters, however, before doing so, study the following sources that will give you a better understanding of this time period of "shivat tzion" [i.e. the return to Zion at the beginning of the Second Temple Period].


  Read Ezra 1:1-10.  In regard to the 70 years of Yirmiyahu noted in Ezra 1:1, see Yirmiyahu 25:1-14 and 29:1-14.  What was supposed to happen after the 70 years were over? 


Next, read Ezra 3:1->4:7; paying special attention to Ezra 4:4-6.   
What happened (or didn't happen) between the reign of Koresh [Cyrus] & Dareyevesh [Darius].

Relate this mention of Daryevesh (in Ezra 4:4-6) to the opening psukim of Sefer Chagai, and what was happening during the reign of Daryevesh.  

See also Ezra 6:13-18 - to note how long it took to complete the construction of the bet ha'Mikdash.
3.  Now read Sefer Chagai, noting how the navi Chagai encourages the nation to undertake the building of the  MIkdash.  Note as well what Chagai promises the people should they build the Mikdash. 
Why do the people appear to be so depressed at this time?
PART TWO -  ZECHARYA & MISC. SOURCES
4. Next read Zecharya 1:1-17, pay special attention to 1:12-16.   Then read Zecharya 2:14 thru end of chapter 4, noting how this is the Haftara that we read on Shabbat Chanuka.


How do Zecharya's nevuot relate to those of Chagai?


5.  See the opening Halacha of Rambam Hilchot Chanuka (found immediately after Hilchot Megilla).  In what manner does the Rambam connect between the return of Jewish sovereignty and Chanuka?  Can you explain why?

6.  See Mesechet Avoda Zara 8a;  review the Mishna and study the first eight lines of the Gemara.  [The word 'tekufa' - refers to the winter solstice = Dec. 21.] 

7.  When you finish the above questions, proceed with the following questions re: Yaakov Avinu's neder:
PART THREE – YAKKOV’s NEDER
1. Review 28:10-22, and while studying these psukim, attempt to divide them into several paragraphs.  As you identify each paragraph, try to give a short title that accurately summarizes its main topic. 
As you review your titles and conclusions, be sure that you fully understand the logic behind the flow of topic from one paragraph to the next.   [It would also be helpful to attempt to turn your titles into a short outline.]


After you've completed this 'homework', try to answer the following questions:

2. As you should have noticed, Yaakov's dream (as described in 28:12-15) contains both a vision and a 'message' from God.  Note as well that is the first time in Chumash that God speaks to Yaakov. Why do you think that God decides to appear to him specifically at this time in his life? [Relate to 28:1-5!]


In your opinion, what is God's primary message in this "hitgalut" [revelation] to Yaakov? Attempt to explain the significance of each of these four psukim.

3.  In what manner is God's promise to Yaakov (in 28:13-15) similar to God's earlier promises to Yitzchak (see 26:1‑5) and to Avraham Avinu (see 12:1‑8, 13:14‑17, 15:18, 17:7‑8 etc.)?  In what manner is this "hitgalut" different?

4.  Next, review Yaakov's reaction to this "hitgalut" in 28:16-22, noting how his reaction is quite different than the reactions of Avraham & Yitzchak (after God had appeared to them). Can you explain why?  [In your answer, relate to Yaakov's current predicament.]

5.  As you review 28:16-17, note how Yaakov makes several statements that all relate to certain things that he has now realized (because of this "hitgalut"). 

Attempt to explain how each of these 'realizations' relates to God's revelation in 28:12-15.


Among Yaakov's conclusions is his statement: "ein zeh ki im bet Elokim" [this is none other than God's house].  Did you understand this statement as a 'conclusion', a 'prediction, or a 'statement of intent'?  [What is this "bet Elokim" that Yaakov refers to?]  Relate your answer to the psukim that follow!

6.  In 28:18-19, Yaakov takes several actions.  Can you explain the reason for each of them?  In what manner to they relate to what he just stated in 28:16-17?  In what manner to they relate to 28:20-22?

As you study 28:20-22, notice that Yaakov makes a "neder" (vow).  Be sure that you understand how Yaakov's actions in 28:18-19 relate directly to his 'promise' in 28:22!  In your opinion, which realization prompted Yaakov to make this "neder"? 

7.  Review 28:20-21, noting how this includes a set of 'conditions' that Yaakov makes.  Be sure that you understand how these 'conditions' relate to God's special promise in 28:15!

In your opinion, do these 'conditions' reflect his doubt that God may not fulfill His promise in 28:13-15?  If not, can you offer any other explanation for these conditions?  

How did you translate the opening word "im" (in 28:20)?  Can this word have more than one meaning in Hebrew?  If so, what else may it imply, based in this context? 

8. Review 28:20-22 once again, noting how Yaakov's "neder" is conditional, i.e. a condition followed by a promise [IF.../THEN...].


Attempt to determine where the 'IF clause' ends and the 'THEN clause' begins.  [If you are studying to become a lawyer, this will be good practice for you.]


Based on your understanding of the 'THEN clause' attempt to determine what in essence Yaakov promises to do upon his return to this site?


How does this promise relate to his 'realization' in 28:16-17!  Similarly, how does his 'IF clause' relate to Gods' promise in 28:15.   [Note how Rashi on 28:20 relates precisely to this parallel!

Read 28:20‑22 carefully, and decide where the 'IF' clause ends, and where the 'THEN' clause begins!  Be sure that you can identify at least two possibilities.


What philosophical problem is raised by Yaakov's statement: "v'haya Hashem li l'Elokim" (in 28:21)?


Is this phrase part of the 'condition' ("IF" clause) or part of the 'promise' ("THEN" clause)?


What is problematic about each possibility?


See how Rashi & Ramban answer these questions.
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